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The dramatic healing of the demoniac in Capernaum is the first action that Mark narrates after the calling of the first disciples. What connection does Mark want us to make between the unknown ‘teaching’
and this deliverance from demonic power? One thing is crystal clear: what Jesus has to communicate is
not simply a new idea — an alternative lifestyle catching the fancy of a few people — it is nothing less
than the announcement of the coming of God in power to rescue his people from whatever it is that
oppresses them.
The healing of the demoniac is a demonstration of God’s reign in our midst, and the people of the time
recognize it as such. Freedom from evil power is, indeed, a new teaching sustained by authority and
enacting what it claims: God’s kingly power is “at hand”.
This powerful episode in the Gospel of Mark puts in bold relief the truth that the gospel we respond
to, in faith, is not simply a new set of ideas. It is a truth meant to transform our lives, mediating God’s
power to deal with the evil in our world. The power of the kingdom of God over the kingdom of Satan ,
is achieved by the creation of a new human family made up of everyone who does the will of God — a
community of converted people becoming God’s secret weapon against the power of evil.
We are called … and if that seems to touch us where we are weakest, let us be encouraged that this
weakness is an opening for God’s healing and liberating power. As Paul said, “I will rather boast most
gladly of my weaknesses, in order that the power of Christ may dwell with me” (2 Cor 12:9).
Dennis Hamm, SJ, St. Louis University (Sunday Website)
St. Louis, MO

OPEN HOUSES FOR LOCAL CATHOLIC SCHOOLS ON JANUARY 28:
ST. PAUL:
O’HARA:



11:30AM—1:30PM
1—3PM

You are invited to join other Christians for 40 Days for Life campaign of
prayer and fasting for an end to abortion, from February 14th (Ash
Wednesday) through March 25th (Palm Sunday). There is also a peaceful prayer vigil during this 40day campaign, in the public right-of-way in front of the Planned Parenthood facility (3579 Franklin Blvd). There will be a ‘kick-off’ Mass for this campaign on Feb. 13, 6:00pm, at St. Mary church
(1062 Charnelton) — please join us! For info, or to volunteer, contact Eileen at 541-543-7168 (or
email to: etmoregon@yahoo.com); website is: 40DaysforLife.com/Eugene.

Area News
HOSPICE

OF SACRED HEART — Needed: caring men & women to provide practical & emotional assistance to those in hospice care and their families. Info meeting is on Thursday, Feb. 1st, 1—
1—3pm, at 677
E. 12th Ave, Eugene. Training sessions for volunteers will be the last 2 weeks of April and the first
week of May. To register for the info meeting (no obligation), call Victoria at 541-242-8755, or email
to: vspear@peacehealth.org.

KICK-START LENT with a retreat that weaves prayer and Gospel meditation into your day-to-day life.

All young adults (ages 21-39, married or single) are invited to participate on Saturday, Feb. 18th. For
info:: eugeneyoungadults@gmail.com or 541-270-9329 or facebook.com/EugeneCYA.

VALENTINE DANCE — The K of C are hosting the “Dance for Life” Valentine Dinner

& Dance fundraiser on Friday, February 9th, 5:30pm
social, 6:30pm
dinner, and
5:30
6:30
7:30pm
7:30
dancing (Blue Skies Big Band), at St. Mary Parish Center (1062 Charnelton). Cost
is $30/person, and childcare is available. Tickets & reservations: 541-953-8309 or
courtesy@comcast.net.

TRUFFLE SHUFFLE — SVDP is hosting this 2 and 4 mile run/walk, to benefit their programs for our

veterans, at Alton Baker Park, on Sunday afternoon, February 11th. For info and to register:
secure.getmeregistered.com/get_information.php?event_id=128754.

IT’S TIME

FOR

LUNCH! Catholic Daughters is hosting their 4th annual Sweetheart Salad Luncheon

and Fudge Sale, at St. Mary Parish Hall, on Saturday, February 17th, 11:30—
11:30—1:30 (doors open at
11:00am). $10/adult, $8/senior, $5/12yo & under — tickets on sale at the door. Fudge sales will benefit students attending the 2018 Steubenville Conference. Questions? Contact Julia: 541-344-6851 or
email to: cdacourtoregon118@gmail.com.

FAITH SERIES:

CATECHISM THROUGH

THE

YEAR

WHAT ARE RELICS?
After the prophet Elisha died, he was buried in a cave. Sometime later, the body of another dead man
had to be cast into the same cave hastily, because of a band of marauders. Then, “when the [dead] man
came into contact with the bones of Elisha, he came back to life and got to his feet” (2 Kgs 13:20-21).
This narrative from 2 Kings provides a biblical example of a “relic” — an object connected with our Lord
or a saint. Throughout biblical and Church history, relics have been venerated, often demonstrating a capacity to convey the power of God through miracles, especially miracles of healing.
The Church divides relics into three classes. A first-class relic is a part of a saint’s body, as in the case of
Elisha’s bones. A second-class relic is something a saint owned/used during his life on earth, such as clothing.
The bible also records an instance of such a relic and its power: Elijah’s mantle, which parted the Jordan River after the prophet had gone to heaven: “wielding the mantle which had fallen from Elijah, [Elisha] struck the
water….” When Elisha “struck the water, it divided, and he crossed over” (2 Kgs 2:14).
A third-class relic consists of something that has been touched to a first or second class relic. Anyone can
make their own third class relic by touching an object to a first or second class relic, including the tomb of a
Saint.
We MUST KEEP IN MIND that the miraculous power conveyed through relics is not ‘magic’, but simply
God’s power acting through this material means, analogous to the way he acts through the matter of sacraments and sacramental — or, for that matter, the way he sometimes works miracles through the touch of a
saint’s hands before the saint’s death. The affection and honor shown a relic overflow from the affection and
honor shown to the saints themselves, who are dear to us as exemplars of God’s grace, love, and holiness.
There are only two cases where a relic may be purchased: 1) to preserve a relic from desecration, and 2)
to cover the cost of the container & mailing, when obtaining a relic from an approved Church source, eg a
saint’s shrine. A profit should never be made from a ‘sale’.
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