May 27, 2018

Last Sunday, we celebrated the Pentecost, which inaugurated the era of the new creation,
the new people in God. IN THIS NEW CREATION, WE LIVE IN THE FAMILY OF GOD, WHO HAS

HIMSELF AS A TRINITY OF LOVE. We share in His divine nature through His
Body and Blood. This is the meaning of the three feasts that cap the Easter season—
REVEALED

Pentecost, Trinity Sunday, and Corpus Christi. These feasts should be intimate reminders
of how deeply God loves us, how He chose us, from before the foundation of the world,
to be His children.
Today’s readings illuminate how all God’s words and works were meant to prepare for the
revelation of the Trinity and God’s blessing in Jesus Christ—the blessing we inherited in
Baptism and renew in each Eucharist. By God’s word the heavens and earth were filled
with His kindness. Out of love, God called Abraham and chose his descendants to be His
own people, Moses says in today’s 1st reading. Through the Israelites, He revealed to the
nations that He alone is Lord and there is no other.
In Jesus, God’s word took flesh as a son of Abraham. And Jesus reveals in the Gospel today that the one God is Father, Son, and Spirit, and that He desires to make all people His
own. St. Paul says, “As He led Israel out of Egypt, God freed us from slavery.” As He
adopted Israel, He gives us the Spirit by which we can know Him as “Our Father.”
As God’s heirs, we receive the commissions of Moses and Jesus today. Let us fix our
hearts on Him and observe all that He has commanded. The Eucharist is God’s pledge that
He will be with us until the end of time; that He will deliver us from death to live forever in
the promised land of His kingdom.
Fr. Michael Jeeva Antony

To register go to:

https://sacredliturgyconference.org/register/online/

UPCOMING RETREATS:
WOMEN’S PRAYER DAY: MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE! — At St. Benedict Lodge, June 7th, 9:30am—4:00pm. Speaker is
Susan Kirby, and cost is $15/person , which includes morning snack and lunch. Please call or email to register: 541-8223572 or email: sblodge@opwest.org or call Linda Beach: 541-747-1064.. Address for St. Benedict Lodge: 56630 North
Bank Rd, McKenzie Bridge, OR 97413.

RETROUVAILLE — FIND A NEW BEGINNING FOR YOUR MARRIAGE by attending a Retrouvaille retreat …. Do you feel
alone? Frustrated or angry? Arguing or just not talking to each other? There is hope! For confidential information or to register for the June 22-24 (2018) weekend, go to: www.helpourmarriage.org or call 1-503-225-9191.

CELEBRATING CORPUS CHRISTI WITH ARCHBISHOP SAMPLE
Archbishop Sample will celebrate Mass at 2pm at St. Mary Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception,
then at 3pm he will carry the Blessed Sacrament, followed by worshippers, in downtown Portland; Benediction takes place back at the cathedral at 4pm. St. Mary Church (Eugene) is hosting a bus to Ptld,
which will leave Eugene at 11:45am, and then leave Portland to return to Eugene at approx. 5:30pm. The
bus will make a quick stop along the way for people to buy food and then get back on the bus. If you are
interested in this bus trip to Ptld, contact Marybeth Schombert at 541--342342-1139.

URGENT NEED
1 W  P  R  C  is a pro-life organization dedicated to giving hope and support to
mothers facing crisis pregnancies. Currently, we are in urgent need of volunteers to keep our doors open.
We need coverage for 3 hour shifts during the day, Tuesday-Thursday (one three hour shift per volunteer). Full training will be provided for duties including answering phones, distributing resources, performing pregnancy tests, and counseling. We are also in need of a volunteer to take over bookkeeping
(training will be provided). If you are able to help, please call Denice Gartin at (541) 543-7793, or contact
the oﬃce from 10-4 Tues-Thurs at (541) 687-8651.
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YEAR

DID MARY REMAIN A VIRGIN?
The Catholic Church has testified from the beginning to the historical reality, that Mary, Jesus’ mother, remained a virgin all her life. Even the Protestant reformers Luther, Calvin, and Zwingli all taught that Mary
was “ever-virgin”. But if that is true, why does the bible refer to the “brothers” and “sisters” of the Lord (Mk
6:3)?
In ancient Jewish culture, the terms, brother or sister, were applied not only to siblings, but also to other
relatives. In Genesis 14:16, 29:15, and Leviticus 10:4, for example, we know from the context that these
passages refer to a relative other than a brother, even though the Hebrew term for “brother” is used.
In a similar way, soon after the mention of Jesus’ “brothers” and “sisters”, Mark’s gospel refers to Herod’s
half-brother Philip as his “brother” (Mk 6:17). The first Christians also spoke of each other as “brothers” even
when they were biologically unrelated (Acts 15:13).
Meanwhile, when some of these “brothers of the Lord” are named in other biblical passages, they are
identified as sons of a different Mary (Mt 13:55-56; 27:56). So, even though we may not know exactly how
they are related to Jesus, we do know that they are not children of Mary’s womb.
Some Christians claim that the words “her firstborn son” (Lk 2:7), as applied to Jesus, imply that there must
have been other children, as well. But, again in biblical culture, “firstborn” was simply a legal term referring
to the child who first “opens the womb” (Ex 13:2). If a child were termed “firstborn” only after other children
were born, how could the law of Moses been followed, and have the “firstborn” be consecrated soon after
birth, before other children arrived (Ex 13:2, 12, 15; Lk 2:21-24)???
Finally, when Matthew says in his gospel that Joseph “had no relations with [Mary] until she bore a
son” (1:25), he does not necessarily imply that such relations followed afterward. In the same way, when Jesus says at the end of this same gospel, “I am with you always, until the end of the age” (28:20), he by no
means implies, thereby, that after the end of the age he will no longer be with us. Similar uses of the word
“until” appear throughout Scripture.
RECOMMENDED READING:
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