April 7, 2019

Follow up on the liturgy changes prescribed by the Archdiocese
Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ! Eucharist is the source and summit of our lives. As such
we are invited to take at most care in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist. Keeping in mind the seriousness of the celebration and to uphold its sacred nature, the Archdiocese of Portland Liturgy Handbook has called for certain shifts in our practices during the Eucharist. There was a list of liturgical
shifts that were proposed by the archdiocese and was published in the Catholic Sentinel issue dated
12/19/2018. These shifts recommended are not anything new to us but the practices we have failed to
continue.
Now, after the promulgation of the Archdiocesan Liturgy Handbook, we are encouraged to make those
shifts in our worship. I am glad that most of them are being followed by our parish. But I do understand
that the following ones need to be understood with humility and at most care. For years, we have been
doing things differently and at times even deviated from clearly laid out directives in THE ROMAN
MISSAL. I request the parishioners to understand the mind of the church with diligence and start following the liturgical shifts recommended for our worship in our parish.
•

During the Our Father, only the priest should pray with hands extended, not the lay faithful,
according to norms in the United States. The holding of hands during the Our Father is not
envisioned in the Roman Missal. While the posture has been adopted by families with small
children, it should not be considered the norm. Some people may feel uncomfortable if it is
imposed on them.

•

The sign of peace is an act of peace and unity, not a “neighborly greeting” and should not
become “extended or protracted exchanges of handshakes, hugs, and kisses, which delay
the Lamb of God and disrupt the flow of the celebration of the Eucharist.”

Furthermore, Msgr. Gerrard O’Connor, Director of the Archdiocesan Office for Divine Worship conducts workshops on the Archdiocesan Liturgy Handbook throughout the archdiocese. It would be good
for those who have questions and expect answers, clarifications, to contact him. After my initial announcement few weeks ago, I see, largely the parish has been following the shifts in the liturgy. On
the other hand, I also see hesitation on the part of some parishioners. It has been brought to my notice
that the community is confused, seeing people doing whatever they like. Please follow the directives in
order to avoid such confusions. Furthermore, I humbly request those who have difficulties not to be a
hinderance for those who follow in good conscience. Let us put our minds and hearts together, to
make our liturgy vibrant and inspiring in our parishes. Blessings!

Fr. Michael Jeeva Antony

Knights you are cordially invited to a Social at 5:00pm on Sunday, April 7, at St. Mark’s in the
Parish Center. Please come we will be talking about getting a chapter started for St. Peter and
St. Mark parishes.


ST BENEDICT LODGE HOLY WEEK RETREAT Our Holy Week Retreat centers around the great celebrations of the Lord's Supper on Thursday, the Passion and Death of Jesus on Good Friday, the Easter Vigil on Saturday, leading to the Mass of Resurrection on Easter Sunday. By coming away to a beautiful place with the single focus on these feasts, with lots
of time for yourself, but also with people similarly focused, one can participate in Jesus' saving love in a
most marvelous way for benefit of yourself and our world.
April 18 (5pm) - April 21 (brunch)
$125 -- includes room and meals

Reserve your place, contact us EARLY.
Call St. Benedict's at 541-822-3572
or email us at sblodge@opwest.org


MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND — The next Marriage Encounter Weekend is April 12-14 (2019) at Powell Butte
Retreat Ctr. (Powell Butte, OR—near Bend). Learn how to once again foster COMMUNICATION AND
MARRIAGE! For more information call 503-853-2758 or apply on-line at www.rediscoverthespark.org.

RENEWAL IN YOUR

Did you know that couples who attend a Worldwide Marriage encounter (WWME) Weekend:
▪ Experience only a 2% divorce rate
▪ Become more involved in their church

▪ Live the true meaning of the Sacrament of Marriage
▪ Renew the Church through discipleship with other couples

Parish Directory
Please Register to be in the
St. Peter Pictorial Directory -

This will be a great tool to aid in
keeping our parish family connected!



Please prayerfully consider being an Altar Server, Greeter, or Extraordinary Minister
of Holy Communion.
We are in great need of volunteers to serve the parish in these ministries.


